
A Seafarer welfare initiative from the Ministry of Shipping, Govt of India.
Under the aegis of the Director General of Shipping, Govt of India.

“A club
where seafarers
of all countries
would have
the  opportunity
of meeting
together and cultivating
mutual acquaintance
and promoting
good fellowship.”



It is internationally recognized that the seafarers, after
weeks and months of isolated life onboard ships need shore
based recreational and welfare facilities within their reach
to refresh and recuperate themselves and ‘seafarers’ Club’
is therefore an inseparable part of any international Port
facility, as has been expressly provided under various
statues, inter-alia, the Merchant Shipping Act and the Indian
Port Act.

Shipping is an international industry governed by
international maritime conventions developed by the
International Maritime Organization (IMO) and the
International Labour Organization (ILO). The International
Labour Organisation (ILO) issued the recommendations to
the Seafarers’ Welfare Recommendation, 1970 and later
framed the International Maritime Labour Convention (MLC)
2006, to specifically deal with the welfare of the seafarers.
It is socially obligatory to the member states to implement
the provisions of the said Convention, including those for
the welfare measures such as Seafarers’ Hostels and shore
based recreational facilities and it was against this
background that the Government of India developed the
infrastructure for the welfare of seafarers in the Port of Kochi,
popularly known as the “Merchant Navy Club”.



History
Port of Cochin, the ‘Queen of Arabian sea’ is housed in a man-
made island created from the materials dredged while
deepening Port of Cochin and named after Lord Willingdon,
the erstwhile governor of Madras and the 32nd Viceroy of India
who was instrumental in the implementation of this
mammoth project.
In 1943, Merchant Navy Club at Cochin was established under
the British regime, next to the Cochin Harbour Terminus

Railway station and when the British withdrew in 1947 they left behind an
indispensable and significant meeting hub for the mariners of Kochi.

Management
Merchant Navy Club, Kochi is being managed by a Charitable Society, under the
custodianship of the Director General of Shipping, Government of India. The Principal
Officer-cum-Jt. Director General of Shipping (Tech), Mercantile Marine Department,
Kochi, a subordinate office of the Ministry of Shipping is the ex-officio Chairman of
the Association.

The Deputy Conservator, Cochin Port Trust is the ex-officio Vice Chairman and the
Senior Surveyor, Mercantile Marine Dept., Kochi is the ex-Officio Secretary of the
Society. The Management Committee is represented by the seafarers and various
other stakeholders from the shipping community, viz. IME, CMMI, IRS, Chamber of
Commerce, Shipping Companies, Maritime Training Institutes etc.

Infrastructure Facilities
The Merchant Navy Club, today, provides a host of facilities for the maritime
community- Seafarer Hostel with A/C & Non-A/C accommodation, modern swimming
pool, A/C convention centre, Party halls, multi-cuisine restaurant, Business centre,
Lounges,  Snooker table & other recreation facilities etc.



Memorial of Seafarers
The British Harbour Engineer Sir Robert Bristow was the
architect of the modern Port of Cochin, who successfully
transformed Kochi into one of the safest harbours in the
peninsula reclaiming 3.2 km² of land, now called the
Willingdon Island, the heart of Kochi.

This mammoth reclamation work was achieved with the help
of a dredger by name ‘Lady Willingdon’, which arrived Cochin
in May 1926. For the next several years she worked

relentlessly for more than 20 hrs a day to make this island where MNC stands today.
Having outlived her life Dredger Willingdon sank off the Cochin harbour in 1979, but
the remains of her proud memories stand in front of the Club as “Memorial of Seafarers.”

Every year on the 5th March, the Chairman of the Club along with Maritime community
at Kochi pay homage here to the loving memories of thousands of mariners who
sacrificed their lives at sea.

The New Building
To cater to the needs of the fast growing Port of Cochin, Govt of India was kind enough
to construct a new building for the Merchant Navy Club, which will have two Lounges,
multi-purpose halls, Billiards & Indoor recreation centre, Suites & Executive rooms
etc.

Contact : Merchant Navy Officers’ & Seamen Association (MNOSA), Bristow Rd,
Willingdon Island, Kochi-682003, Tel: 91 - 484 – 2666644 / 4040950 Fax: 91- 484 -
4010800, Email: mnckochi@yahoo.com, Website: www.mnckochi.com

Contact Person : Shri. Anand Ackare, Manager,  Mob: Mob: 94977 35822


